
I attended my first Camden-Philadelphia Chapter meeting in April, 1957.  We
met at Kenney’s Suburban House, Camden, NJ. It only later became known as the
Greater Philadelphia Chapter. I was the guest of my commanding officer, William J.
Stevenson, VADM, USN, ONI. He was retiring from the Navy and intended using his
intelligence background in the private security industry and wanted to network with his
colleagues from the intelligence community. At that time there were 4 guard companies
and 3 central station alarm companies in the Great Philadelphia area. VADM
Stevenson didn’t permit me to become a member of the chapter until 1964 when I
convinced him I wouldn’t be an embarrassment to this fellow snoops. By then I was
working for his agency and jointed as an Affiliate.

In the 1950's, membership was almost exclusively comprised of former military
and federal intelligence agencies; World War II vintage. Vendors, very very few, were
called Affiliates and there were unspoken rules as to how aggressive a “vendor” could
be at a meeting. For Affiliates to become known, they had to volunteer for committee
work and after much heel dragging were “allowed” to be chapter officers. That was the
beginning. Things have certainly evened out since then. Affiliates no more; just
members, became the backbone of volunteerism and leadership. The American Society
of Industrial Security became ASIS International and its growth and influence with it.
Today, corporate security executives and private security contractors work closely
together as the Security Management Industry grows in influence with business.

I used to chuckle at chapter executive committee meetings when the topic of
chapter meeting attendance was raised. It’s been the same for over 50 years! The truth
is that only one true ingredient improves attendance and that is you. If you see yourself
working at a job and not a profession, then your motivation will be so moved; but if you
see yourself as a member of a profession then networking and learning from your
cohorts is strategic. Well worth taking another day or evening away from your family. I
hope to be at the next former chapter chairman meeting and the main reason I will be
able to come is that my dear friend and colleague, Jim Dallas, called and urged me to
come. I’m now wheel chair bound and he offered to schlep the wheel chair with me in it
to come. What’s your excuse?


