The Greater Philadelphia
Bulletin
National Newsletter Award: 1985, 1987, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995
National Newsletter Honorable Mention: 1996, 1997, 1999

Writers Needed...
Back in the day, the
GPC won awards for their
newsletters. Just look at
the masthead of this
Bulletin. We are one of the
largest chapters in the
world, and we need
content and writers. Make
us shine again. Prepare
coverage of ASIS news and
events, employment
opportunities, certification
and education, legislative
updates, or write an
article, or column. We
need your help to meet
our goal of attaining
leadership in ASIS.
The rules are simple: no
singular promotion of
products or services, apply
good standards of practice
within the security
industry, establish a
“hook” to lure the
readers, be positive,
understandable, and
consistent. Contact any of
us on the website. Officers
and directors thank you.
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June Lunch Meeting
Topic: Changing Trends—International Kidnap for Ransom
Speaker: William J. Daly, Control Risks
June 10, 2015
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM
at
Pennsylvania 6
114 S. 12th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Event at Yards Brewery Proves That Security
and Beer Go Well Together
On April 30th the Women In
Security and Young
Professionals groups hosted a
networking event at Yards
Brewery in Philadelphia
including a tour and tasting of
some of the best draughts
offered by a brewery with local
roots.
In an effort to balance learning
with fun, our tour guide
charismatically described the
security measures that a
production warehouse like
theirs requires. With beer in
hand and safety goggles on, we
quickly learned that their
priorities lie in ensuring safety
around machinery and the
quality of their product.
Following the tour we were
able to sit down and relax with
a tasting flight of some of their
most popular libations. This
allowed for members to meet
new faces, and old friends to

catch up. The event was a
success in meeting our goal
number of registrants, as well
as hitting the more important
target of attracting stronger
support for these two subgroups of the Philadelphia
Chapter.
Both WIS and YP groups
welcome participants of all
ages and genders at any point
in their security career to
come out and be a part of the
next event. Everyone is
welcome as a way to show
their continued support of the
important role each group will
play in the future of the
industry. We all work
together towards a simple and
common goal of forming
relationships and making
connections—which often
share the result of lasting
friendships along the way.

Mike, our Yards tour guide, declared
that, “It doesn’t feel like work when
you’re talking to a group so
engaging.. They were charming
characters one and all, and their
questions were quality.” Sherrod

For more information on how to
become involved or stay
informed of our next event,
please contact
Brooke Stewart at
brooke.stewart@nextgensecure
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Calling All Officers and Members
It’s time to think about new officers
and committee members for ASIS
Greater Philadelphia Chapter. Being
one of the oldest and largest chapters
in the nation, the Greater Philadelphia
Chapter recognizes achievements by
electing officers yearly and holding
positions of committee members for
those whose practice or principles in
security apply to the standards of the
industry in association with ASIS
International. If you’re interested in
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becoming an officer and practice in
security regularly, adopting those
tenets and principles of ASIS
International as a team, we welcome
your involvement as either a
committee person or board member.
Please come to our association
membership meetings, introduce
yourself if you have not already, and
ask questions about becoming an
officer. If you would rather just write
for the newsletter, we always have

Kurt Bittner
2015 ASIS Greater Philadelphia
Chapter Chairperson

columns on subjects such as
legislation, law enforcement, and events
pertinent to ASIS GPC that are
welcome.

Complimentary Registration to ASIS 2015
ASIS International is pleased to once
again offer each chapter a
complimentary full registration to the
61st ASIS Annual Seminar and Exhibits
to be held September 28 – October 1,
in Anaheim, CA.

The deadline to submit the
complimentary registration form is
August 15th.
This complimentary registration may
only be presented to a current paid
member of your chapter, or it may be

awarded to one of your regional
officers (SRVP, RVP or ARVP). It is
also important to remember that this
complimentary registration may not go
to the same member for more than
three consecutive years.

Physical security is rated at medium
to maximum levels with this type of
security, reflecting over $100 million of
specialized equipment.
When adding in the over
$40 million of electronic
security and the depth of
the state‑of‑the‑art, there
are few facilities that
approach the level of quality
and security.
ASIS Greater Philadelphia
Chapter will be issuing a
SurveyMonkey to estimate
attendance levels since
access to a highly secure
and active construction site
may be limited to the
number who may attend.
The SurveyMonkey will be
sent electronically to each listed
chapter member or email guest with
some questions regarding the
attendance such as time, date,

afternoon or early evening visit,
number in attendance, and if you will
be joining us for a meal. The education

Get Out of Jail Free
ASIS Members and Guests have a
unique opportunity to visit one of the
largest capital projects in Pennsylvania’s
history and one of the largest justice
facility design and construction projects
in U.S. history: the new State
Correctional Institutions Phoenix 1 and
Phoenix 2. The project is valued at
over $300 million and has been in the
works since its concept early in this
century.
Visitors will have the opportunity to
see what safe, humane, clean, and
predictable detention of sentenced
offenders means in the State of
Pennsylvania – before it is opened.
That’s right, while design started in
2012, it is just approaching completion
at the end of this year, providing an
opportunity for us to visit in September
for a full tour that is otherwise
unavailable in a facility such as this
when operating.

will be astounding. The experience, one
of a kind.
Look for more information in your
email.
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Dutch’s Corner

High Rise Sustainability and Integrity;
The NFPA 72-2010 Code and Retrofits
With New York City building
owners and managers being the most
affected adoptee of NFPA 72 – 2010,
its impact on existing infrastructure
and fire alarm systems functionality,
compared to codes even one decade
old, is substantial and fully
encompassing. The loss of multiple
high‑rise structures at the World
Trade Center in 2001 demonstrated
the potential lack of survivability of
systems in event of catastrophic fire.
The impact of this new code on
retrofitting older buildings, in
comparison to former codes, will
mean better protection but also a
wide array of needed infrastructure
enhancements.
New overarching enhancements
are necessary for power supplies,
cabling and infrastructure, system
monitoring and survivability,
emergency communications,
evacuation signaling, and human
interaction with demonstrated
operational continuity.
Upon a building manager’s decision
for modification and redesign to
comply with the most appropriate
code, many jurisdictions will require
compliance with NFPA 72 dated
2010. There are some serious
modifications to fire command; its
applicability of these requirements for
adoption in most buildings is
substantial and concrete – providing
both sustainability and integrity in
event of fire – saving lives.
Some of the changes that have
been made which will require
modifications, enhancements, and in
some situations, wholly new
requirements are:
 Annunciation zoning has been
clarified and for the purpose of
alarm annunciation, each floor must

be recognized as a separate zone.
This also applies to monitoring
integrity that each zone in itself
must be supervised, have complete
integrity to withstand fire or other
situations, all while not interfering
with the activation of adjacent floor
controls or signaling.
 Circuits have been redeveloped to
identify clearly Class A, Class B,
Class C, Class D, Class E, and
Class X pathways.
 The path survivability is defined to
comply with survivability from 0
being no provisions for pathways
survivability to the maximum
Level 3 pathway survivability with
Level 1 and 2 being partially
survivable.
Most modern high rise buildings
may require a pathway survivability of
Level 2 which will consist of pathways
and buildings that are fully protected
by an automatic sprinkler system in
accordance with NFPA 13 with
interconnecting conductors, cables,
and physical pathways installed in
metal raceways.
Pathway survivability is required
and is identified in 24.3.5.4.1 requiring
that systems employing relocation of
occupants or a partial evacuation, a
Level 2 or Level 3 pathway
survivability is required. The following
are some of the nuances of this
section:
 For non‑sprinklered building,
Level 3 may not be obtained
without architectural modifications
within the structure of the building
to some extent. However, a Level 3
pathway survivability plan may be
implemented at least partially within
most buildings without major
reconstruction.

 2-way in-building wired emergency
communication systems must also
have a pathway survivability of
Level 2 or Level 3.
 The Central Command Station
emergency communication systems
shall have a pathway survivability as
determined by Risk Analysis.
A Risk Analysis, preferably by a
trained, licensed fire protection
engineer for the ECS, must be applied
to address specifically the nature and
anticipated risks of each facility for
which the fire systems are designed.
Inspection testing and maintenance
requirements are newly expanded and
cover a wide variety of services that
will be required when systems are
modified and upgraded. The new
inspection testing and maintenance
sign-off is extensive at 11 pages.
This systemized melding of
sustainability of independent
operational capability with central
automated control with integrity of
communications circuitry reliability
and intelligibility provides the highest
level of protection reflective of 21st
century risk management. Many other
technical infrastructure, operational
and reliability requirements have been
modified, enhanced, or are wholly
new—with this summary being
highlights of life safety improvements.
The cost of retrofit for many
owners, managers, and REITs will be
substantial, mandating the careful,
coordinated, and code‑justified
solutions by fire protection engineers
prompting required building changes.

Dutch’s Corner is produced by Jerry ‘Dutch’
Forstater, PE, PSP and is Co-Chair of the
Greater Philadelphia Chapter of ASIS
International. He can be reached at
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We’re on the Web:
www.phillyasis.com

CALLING FOR WEBSITE
SPONSORS!!
PLEASE PAY ONLINE AT
WWW.PHILLYASIS.COM

YOUR AD HERE

OR CONTACT
GENE CUMMINGS
FOR MORE DETAILS

The per issue cost of a business
card sized ad is $100, half-page
(4-card size) is $250, and fullpage (8-card size) is $500.

(GENE.CUMMINGS@ALLI
EDBARTON.COM)
THANK YOU TO OUR
CURRENT SPONSORS!!

Special Half-Page
and Full-Page
Advertisers
This offers extra space for
larger announcements and
better business relevancy to
ASIS membership. Costs
are half- page for $250 and
full-page is $500. Each
would include one link to
your site.

YOUR AD HERE

Contact Co-Chair or
Treasurer. Restrictions
follow ASIS guidelines for
announcements,
inducements, and
responsibility.

The per issue cost of a business
card sized ad is $100. Run your
ad for the year for $80/issue.

Greater Philadelphia Chapter - Leadership Team
Address:
GPC ASIS
P.O Box 901
Southeastern PA 19399
Email:
Chairperson@phillyasis.com

Chairperson

Kurt Bittner

Chairperson@phillyasis.com

Vice Chairperson

Jerry ‘Dutch’ Forstater, PE, PSP

Vice_Chairperson@phillyasis.com

Treasurer

Eugene P. Cummings, Jr.

Treasurer@phillyasis.com

Secretary

Michael A. Rossano, CPP

Secretary@phillyasis.com

ASIS Philadelphia Chapter Sponsors

Joining ASIS is an investment in you and your professional development. As a member, you become connected to a global community of security management practitioners.

